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What is DirectAccess?  
• DirectAccess is an always-on remote access 

technology based on IPv6 communication 
• Through DirectAccess, a user’s computer 

automatically, transparently, and securely connects to 
a private corporate network from any location in the 
world as soon as the computer is connected to the 
Internet.   

• When a DirectAccess connection is active, remote 
users connect to resources on the corporate network 
as if they were on the local premises . 

 



Always-on connectivity Unlike with a VPN, a DirectAccess 
connection is always on, even before the user logs on to his or 
her computer.  
Seamless connectivity To the user, the DirectAccess 
connection to the corporate network is completely 
transparent. Aside from any delay that could be caused by a 
slow Internet connection, the user experience is the same as if 
the user’s computer were connected directly to the corporate 
network.  
Bidirectional access With DirectAccess, the user’s remote 
computer has access to the corporate intranet and the 
intranet can see the user’s computer. This means that the 
remote computer can be managed by using Group Policy and 
other management tools (such as System Center Configuration 
Manger [SCCM]) in the same way that computers located on 
the internal network are managed.  

DirectAccess overcomes the limitations of 
VPNs by providing the following benefits:  
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